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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/820.147 




Applicant(s) 

DUDASH ET AL 



Examiner Art Unit 

Jermie Cozart 3726 

The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION, 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. ,j ^ . 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory [rimimum of thirfy (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the ma ing date of thi^ communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U^S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-fmal. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parfe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 13-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 19-21 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 13-18 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing{s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C, §§119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office acfion for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment (s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Sumnnary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 3 . 6) □ Other: 
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Application/Control Number; 09/820, 1 47 P^se 2 

Art Unit: 3726 

DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election witliout traverse of Claims 1 3-1 9 in Paper No. 8 is 
acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in puWic 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent m the United 
States. 

3. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Loper et al. 
Loper discloses attaching a supporting to a frame by inserting a guide tube (13) 

into an aperture, and swaging the guide tube (13) over the flat section, whereby to 
secure the guide tube (13) within the aperture. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time ttie 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA) in view of Loper et al. 

AAPA discloses that it is known to provide openings in the back frame tube and 
secure the tubes therein by welding. 
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AAPA, however, does not disclose swaging the guide tube to form a swaged 
portion engaged with the seat back frame to thereby secure the guide tube to the seat 
back frame, swaging the guide tube to form an additional swaged portion on the guide 
tube wherein the additional swaged portion cooperates with the swaged portion to 
secure the guide tube to the seat back frame, the step of swaging the guide tube to form 
an additional swaged portion is performed prior to the step of inserting the guide tube 
into the aperture. AAPA also does not disclose forming a first radially extending 
swaged portion on the guide tube, forming a second radially extending swaged portion 
on the guide tube such that the flat portion extends between the swaged portions, such 
that the swaged portions abut the flat portions to thereby secure the guide tube to the 
seat back frame. 

Loper discloses swaging a guide tube (13) to form a swaged portion (19) 
engaged with a frame (10) to thereby secure the guide tube (13) to the frame (10), 
swaging the guide tube (13) to form an additional swaged portion (14) on the guide tube 
wherein the additional swaged portion (14) cooperates with the swaged portion (1 9) to 
secure the guide tube (1 3) to the frame (10), the step of swaging the guide tube to form 
an additional swaged portion (14) is performed prior to the step of inserting the guide 
tube into the aperture. Loper also discloses forming a first radially extending swaged 
portion (14) on the guide tube (13), forming a second radially extending swaged portion 
(19) on the guide tube such that a flat portion extends between the swaged portions (14, 
19), such that the swaged portions abut the flat portions to thereby secure the guide 
tube (13) to the frame (10). 
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Art Unit: 3726 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to attach the guide tubes of AAPA to the frame by swaging instead of 
welding, in light of the teachings of Loper, in order to more securably retain the guide 
tube within the aperture of the frame. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jermie Cozart whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0126. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30 am - 6:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Hughes can be reached on 703-308-1806. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3579 for 
regular communications and 703-305-3579 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1148. i I 



Conclusion 



S. THOMAS^UGHES 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 
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AtMhmem for PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) 

6/18/01 

Tlhie Ibdow replaces pre-proffi^ed mi undn the hemdmg, 
^MmmMwn ob How eo Effect PrawoffBg Cfiaffnges," on the tjaclk 
©f elhie [PTO-948 (IRev, 03/011, or earioer) form. 
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FORMATION ON HOW TO tKFEC T l)R AWING ( H ANCtS 



1. Correciiion of Informalities -- 37 CFR 1.85 

New corrected drawings musi be tiled wiili the chan.ft ...corporaicd ihcrc, 
Identifying ind.c.a. if provided, should include >he mle ol .he mvent.on. 
mventor's name, and application number, or docke. number (.1 any) .t an 
application number has not been assigned to the application If this m tormat.on is 
provided. It must be placed on the front of each sheet centered u u Inn .k- .op 
marein If corrected drawings are required m a Notice ot Allowability (PTOL- 
^7) the new drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTM shonened 
stltory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability E-«ensions ol ..me 
may NOTbe obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 136(a) or (b) for hl.ng 
the cofrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to 
the Official Draftsperson 

2. CmT<^imm o(lllie«- ihm B^forraaJiiies Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO- 



AU changes to the drawings, other than mformaUues noted by ^'^^^^^^'^^P^^^^"; . 
MUST & made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into the new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before the appl.cai.on will be 
allowed No changes will be permitted to be made oiher than correction ol 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Tomoirag of Correciions 

Applicant is required to sub.n.i the draw.tig correcttons withit^ the 
iime. period set i" thp attached Q tt'.ce communication .^ee37CFK 
1.85(a) 

Failure lo take corrective action within the set period will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application. 



